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Status Quo Retained
With Respect to Sport Fishing Regulations on Wah-Wash-Kesh Lake
Summary of Public
Consultation Results
Relating to the Proposal
to Replace the Winter Sanctuary
on the North Basin of
Wahwashkesh Lake with
a Closed Lake Trout Season.
Eric McIntyre,
Parry Sound Area Fisheries Biologist
November, 2006

1.0 Introduction:
In recent years, the Ministry of Natural
Resources has undertaken a streamlining initiative to review Sport Fishing Regulation with
the intention of eliminating redundant or
unnecessary regulatory exceptions that unduly
restrict fishing opportunities without a biological basis. One such regulation that exists in
the Parry Sound Area is a winter sanctuary to
protect a sensitive lake trout population on
Wahwashkesh Lake.
Ministry studies conclude that the lake
trout population is
almost exclusively
located in the

south basin (a.k.a. the Big Lake) of Wahwashkesh Lake.
Consequently, the existing regulation prohibits
winter angling for other species on the
north basin (a.k.a. the Top Lake) where
few lake trout exist.
From the fall of 2005 to September of 2006 the MNR
conducted public consultation with respect to a proposal to replace the
existing winter sanctuary on the north basin of Wahwashkesh Lake with a winter closure for lake
trout. This regulatory change was intended to allow winter angling opportunities for species other
than lake trout in the north basin, which MNR assessment survey indicate are in a healthy condition.
As the primary vehicle of public consultation, a discussion paper for the proposal (McIntyre, 2006)
and questionnaire were circulated to garner public opinion.
Advertising for the existence of the proposal and solicitation for public input included:
• Insertion of an article into the Wahwashkesh Conservation Association fall (2005) newsletter
• Insertion of a public notice into a July 2005 issue of the Parry Sound North Star
• Attendance at Aug.5/06 Wahwashkesh Conservation Association to discuss the initiative.

2.0 Results
2.1 Residential Origin of Respondents:
A total of 41 questionnaire responses were received by the Ministry. The origin by residential
group of those responding was as follows:
Residential Group
Cottager on the north basin (the Top Lake)
Cottager on the south basin (the Big Lake)
Year round resident
Other (cottage location unspecified or ‘Middle Lake’)

No. of Responses
24
8
4
5

2.2 Degree of Support / Opposition:
Respondents were asked to indicate their level of support (or opposition) for the proposal.
Responses were as follows:
Level of Support / Opposition
Strongly Oppose
Mildly Oppose
Neutral
Mildly Support
Strongly Support

No. of responses
29
1
1
2
5

% of responses
72.5
2.5
2.5
5.0
17.5
- continued -
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2.3 Rational for Opposition (Comments):
Respondents who opposed the proposal were asked to indicate why. We categorized their comments as follows:
Reasons for Opposition
I. Fisheries Concerns
i Related to health of lake trout population
ii Related to health of other fish populations
II. Allocation (i.e. harvest preference should be given
to open water anglers as opposed to winter anglers)
III.Social Issues
i Concerns related to garbage deposition
ii Concerns related to vandalism / break-ins
iii Concerns related to public safety
IV. Loss of enjoyment or environmental quality
V. Lack of scientific knowledge or inadequate planning
VI. Philosophically opposed (moral or angling ethics)
VII. Concerns related to inadequate enforcement
VIII. Unspecified rationale to retain the status quo

No. of comments
8
17
7
5
12
10
4
4
5
8
5

Literature Cited: McIntyre, E. 2006. Wahwashkesh Lake – Lake Trout Sanctuary / Winter Closure Discussion Paper
or Public Consultation. Unpublished OMNR Parry Sound District fisheries report. 5 p.

In light of discussions with the fish committee and responses received during the public consultation phase of this initiative,
the Ministry of Natural Resources has decided to retain the status quo with respect to sport fishing regulations on
Wahwashkesh Lake.
Eric McIntyre
A/Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Coordinator
Parry Sound District

C.E.Bennett
Limited
• Wah-Wash-Kesh Lodge & Marina • General Store • Gasoline & Oil
General Contractors

for Water Access & Remote Locations:
• Boat Service & Storage • Excavation • Concrete • Framing
• Frost Free Plumbing • Heating • Electrical • Roofing • Landscaping
• Docks • Shoreline Restoration
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Pileated Woodpecker

PLAY GOLF !

This Summer at Lake Wah Wash Kesh
THE NEWLY – COMPLETED

SLY FOX GOLF CLUB,
Featuring some spectacular holes overlooking the lake,
will be open for play, some time this June.

9 h o l e s … $ 1 8 .00
1 8 h o l e s … $ 2 8 .00
G e t a 1 0 p a c k - 1 0 p r e - p a i d r o u n d s o f 9 h o l e s f o r j u s t $ 1 4 8 .00

RENT A COTTAGE…RIGHT ON THE GOLF COURSE!
We are resuming weekly cottage rentals this year at
Absolute Peace & Quiet Lakefr ont Cottages
As an “Adults only” cottage resort, we are offering a unique
promotion – FREE golf on Friday
– for all our cottage guests
For more information – go to www.absolutepcnquiet.ca
PHONE – FAX 705-774-4386 (4FUN)

WANTED…part-time help for Sly Fox Golf Club.
Outside and inside work. Fax your brief resume to 905-562-0577
OR email to Absolutepcnquiet@aol.com

Pileated Woodpecker by J.J. Audubon, 1829
After listening to a recent CBC broadcast about current sightings of the supposedly extinct Ivory-billed Woodpecker, I could not help but think about our
own close relative of the Ivory-billed—the Pileated Woodpecker (pill-ee-ated).
The Crow-sized Pileated is the largest woodpecker in Canada, and any
encounters with them are always memorable. Thus, the colloquial name of
Good God Bird evolved not from any deification but from a person’s astonishment at seeing the bird, (The Ivory-billed is similarly nicknamed the Lord God
Bird).
Pileated Woodpeckers chisel out dead trees with gusto producing large rectangular holes, and because they make a new home every spring, other
species use the abandoned cavities for feeding or nesting—they are environmental engineers. Unlike the Ivory-billed, the conservation status of the
Pileated is a comforting least concern. However, loss of habitat could put pressure on their numbers, so try to leave a few dead trees standing on your
property.
Both male and female Pileated Woodpeckers sport a red crest, although the
male has an additional red moustache and larger crest. Still, Hairy and Downy
female woodpeckers have no red at all! Although the pileated woodpecker is
adapted to clinging to the sides of trees, it is a strong flyer and it will even hop
around on the ground. The Pileated Woodpecker drums on hollow trees to
claim its territory, which is about 1,000 to 4,000 acres in size. The drumming
sound apparently inspired Walter Lantz’s Woody Woodpecker cartoon ("Hehheh-heh-HEH-heh!"). The male and female mate for life, and defend their territory all year round. We have a pair of Pileated Woodpeckers residing near
our cottage, and we observed them feeding young in July and August of
2006. Film producers often use the call of the Pileated Woodpecker as background effect in jungle movies, but it is not a bird found in the tropics. To hear
the Pileated Woodpecker’s calls and drumming, go to http://www.pileatedwoodpeckercentral.com/audio.htm
The Bird Lady of WWK
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Lake Partner Program Report
The Ministry of the Environment has published Lake Partner Program results that include data from the spring of 2005.
The following report is specific to Wah-Wash-Kesh Lake. Based on the results our lake has a healthy nutrient content that is neither too high nor too low.
Both nutrient level and water clarity results indicate no trends.

NUTRIENT LEVEL

Oligotrophic lakes generally tend to be clear and have less aquatic life.
Mesotrophic lakes have a good level of nutrients and can support relatively
large populations of game fish. Eutrophic lakes tend to be susceptible to
algal blooms which are detrimental to a lakes game fish population and general aesthetics.
Figure 1 shows Total Phosphorous concentrations from indicated locations
on our lake over time. We can see from the figure that Wah-Wash-Kesh
straddles the dividing line between oligotrophic (< 10 ppb) and mesotrophic (>10 ppb but < 20 ppb).

The Total Phosphorous concentration of a lake is one of the best indicators of its nutrient level. The nutrient level of a lake determines its potential
for algal growth (the base of the food chain for aquatic life). There are three
levels of nutrient status of lakes;
1. Oligotrophic (<10ppb Total Phosphorous)
2. Mesotrophic
(>10ppb and <20ppb Total Phosphorous)
3. Eutrophic (>20ppb Total Phosphorous)

Figure 1: Wah-Wash-Kesh Lake Nutrient Level vs. Time
WWK NUTRIENT LEVEL ( TOTAL PHOSPHOROUS CONCENTRATION )
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WATER CLARITY
The purpose of tracking clarity is to observe trends in a lake that may not be revealed by Total Phosphorous alone. Water clarity is affected by many factors:
• Nutrient Level • Dissolved Organic Carbon (DOC) Level • The presence of Zebra Mussels • Turbidity • Increased Acidity
Figure 2 shows water clarity readings at indicated locations on our lake over time.
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Figure 2: Wah-Wash-Kesh Lake Water Clarity vs. Time
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Water clarity and nutrient levels of
lakes are influenced by many factors that are beyond our direct control. Some of the factors that we
can control are:
• The installation and maintenance
of septic systems
• Refraining from using soaps or
shampoos in the lake, if unavoidable consider environmentally
friendly products
• The limitation of shoreline
development
• Being aware of your existing
shoreline/dock areas for sources
of contamination: - Gasoline
spills - Pressure treated wood Induced Erosion

LIFE JACKETS WEAR THEM!

This is how the chain of events,
and not staying focused on safety,
could have lead up to a disastrous
holiday for our family. We arrived at
the cottage on Saturday July 15th.
With our family of three in tow, our
eldest and her two children
Anthony 1-1/2 years and kylie at 6
months old. Our son is 19 years
and his sister at 18 years and with
her boyfriend.
We no sooner arrive, when I was
asked if they could launch the 12foot boat so they can go out in it. It
was not even ready, having still
been in storage at this point and
without a motor on it. I said Sunday
is better, I will find the time to do it
then. On Sunday we all got the boat
in the water and mounted my dads
9hp motor on it. This is the first
time that this motor has been on
this boat and we have never used it
before. Under a lot of pressure from
the kids to use it (like now), I had
not taken it out to see how it performed. Big mistake.
The lake at midday was a little
rough for this size of boat and we
told them so. The two youngest and
the boyfriend ventured out anyway
to go to the store. Our cottage is on
Arbor Vitae Island; the boat launch
is off Paddy’s Bay. They set off and I

went back to the cottage for a swim
with our grandchildren, unaware of
the events unfolding. The cottage
faces Summerville bay and we cannot see or hear anything from this
side. The plan for the kids outing
was to go over to Taylor Bay, park
the boat near the road and then
walk to Bennett’s Store.
After our swim we retired to the
deck for some sun and dry off. It
was about this time that the kids
should be returning. The three of
them arrived, they walked up to me
dripping with water and said “Dad I
think you will need to dry out the
motor, it is a little wet”.
With out me testing the boat first,
the motor had been trimmed out
so that the front of the boat was
plowing in the water. They were not
even a third of the way across
when they caught a wave. The front
of the boat dove straight into the
wave and under it went. My daughter flew over her boyfriend and they
all ended in the lake. Her first reaction was to save the boat from sinking. All that could be seen of the
boat was the nose bobbing up and
down with the waves. With the
motor and the anchor still attached,
there is not a lot to hang onto. If it
had not been for the kids wearing
life jackets, they told me that they
would not have survived. There
would have been no way to keep
themselves afloat, in the waves and
the white caps. This is where having
the safety kit that we as boaters are
to have in the boat, comes to the
rescue. First, they are all wearing
lifejackets, with whistles attached,
second the air horn floats. They
made good use of them. Can you
all imagine trying to stay afloat, fully
clothed with waves crashing over
your head attempting to blow a
whistle and the horn without a lifejacket? Now we know the meaning
of the word “life jacket”.
The three men that came to their
rescue saved them and we are all
grateful for that and thank them.
Jeff Bray (Arbor Vitae). Jeff apparently sprained his ankle while jump

Camp Mi-A-Kon-Da
a small summer camp for girls
where lifetime friendships begin!

Pam Lamont

Owner/Director
756 Mineral Springs Road
Dundas, Ontario L9H 5E3
Toll Free: 1-877-642-5663
Local: 905-648-9382
Fax: 905-648-1305

Visit our website at www.miakonda.com

Custom Building Renovations and Design

LAKELAND
CONTRACTING
SERVING PARRY SOUND & SURROUNDING AREA

Est. 1975
Homes and Cottages
• New built or renovated
• Docks • Decks • Roofing
Siding & Eavestrough
• 5” seamless eavestrough
• Soffit and fascia
• Vinyl and wood siding
• Prefinished wood or cement siding

705-378-0544
238 Oastler Park Drive, R.R.#2, Parry Sound
dave@lakelandcontracting.com

www.lakelandcontracting.com
ing in his boat. Ken Taylor (Red
Gate Lane) and Robert Darlington
(Robertson’s Point). These fellow
cottagers heard the whistles and the
horn. With the strong wind and
waves they would have gone unnoticed.
My wife and I have been coming
to this lake for the past 30 years
and we are still the only adults to
be wearing lifejackets. We see the
other boaters with children wearing
them but not the adults. We read in
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the newspaper of children left without parents that did not have a preserver on. Think about it. Could you
swim to shore with a child in tow?
I think about this ordeal from
time to time. I look at life a little different now and enjoy every
moment I have with them. They are
the loves of my life.
Dennis Ahrens

© Lake Wah-Wash-Kesh Conservation Association

Your New Municipality of
Whitestone Council
Mayor - Chris Armstrong email: mayor.armstrong@whitestone.ca
705-389-3721
Councillor - Bill Church
email: councillor.church@whitestone.ca
Councillor - Alan Ladd
email: councillor.ladd@whitestone.ca
Councillor - Joe Lamb
email: councillor.lamb@whitestone.ca 705-3899542, 905-333-5951
Councillor - Morley Moore
email: councillor.moore@whitestone.ca

Inaugural Speech By
Mayor Armstrong
(December 2006)
Before we get started this evening, let me first say
welcome all of you to your new positions on the
Whitestone Council. You four have been given a
clear mandate by the people of the Municipality of
Whitestone to make decisions on their behalf, which
includes decisions on how best to spend their tax
dollars. This is a serious and honoured position that
they have entrusted in you and I as well, as they are
looking forward to your creative ideas in this regard.
I on the other hand, have been given a mandate
as well by the ratepayers of the Municipality of
Whitestone to do a very different job. I have been
elected to execute the platform that I ran on, and
give this Council leadership and direction. It is my job
to organize and lead this Council for the betterment
of Whitestone, and as your conduit to the
Whitestone staff, I will ensure the decisions that you
four have made or the information that you might
have requested gets dealt with in a timely fashion.
For us to execute our decisions and maintain public trust, we need a UNITED Council, we need to pull

together as a team, be completely transparent and
open with the public yet close in ranks and support
this Council as a whole if an unpopular decision
needs to be made.
As apparent by the new faces and positions in this
room the ratepayers have clearly asked for a change,
and as per my platform change is what I will endeavor to give them. We have a ton of work ahead of us
and so as to avoid unruly long and clumsy Council
meetings I shall be running a formal Council meeting
where I can ensure equal and timely input from each
of you. You four have been elected to decide upon
or vote upon issues of great importance to the
ratepayers of Whitestone, and I would urge you to
vote your conscience and not your alliances on all
issues, this is why you have been given a trusted
mandate by friends and neighbours. Remember your
conscience and the historical record of what we do
will always be with you whereas alliances can come
and go.
For the new guys at the table, the format here is
simple..... at every meeting we will deal with the
issues brought forward on the agenda, and only the
issues brought forward on the agenda, so as to keep
the meetings focused and reasonable in length. For
this reason we shall need to modify our procedural
by-law at the next meeting which a draft by-law will
be included in your packages Friday for you to review
prior to the meeting. One of the changes proposed
will be the deleting of the new business section. The
reason for this is that if all four of you decide to bring
major issues to the table at one meeting after having
dealt with all the items already on the agenda, the
meeting will become rushed and someone is going
to inevitably go home feeling their issue was not
properly addressed. The best thing that we can do
for all the people of Whitestone is to get the issue to
me by the preceding Wednesday if possible and I
will insure it gets to the agenda where other
Councillors as well as the people of Whitestone can
preview that agenda and research and/or respond as
required. If a member of the public comes unscheduled to a meeting with an issue, we will provide a

few minutes at the beginning or at the end of the
meeting where we can listen to their concerns politely and I will either issue either a staff direction to
assist them or get them on the agenda for the very
next meeting where you four will have had time to
make an informed decision.
Please get any new correspondence or issues to
me in my bin that you would like to discuss at future
meetings. Or if you feel staff needs to be addressed
or called to a meeting get that too to my bin and I
will ensure that your requests are fulfilled. Having
only one person deal with staff through the CAO is a
much more efficient, professional way of doing business and presents to the staff and the public at large
a united, organized Council.
Remember you four are the only ones voting on
any given issue unless of course there is a tie and
even if there is a tie, unless the issue appears crystal
clear to me I will likely not vote but instead defer the
issue to a future meeting where more information
can be provided. Although this chair is the only one
that can request a motion to be tabled to vote on an
issue, you four are the ones who will decide upon
the outcome of that motion.
You are going to have to make unpopular decisions for the good of the Municipality but again I
urge you to vote with what is good for the
Municipality in the long term instead of what is popular today.
As for the public they have clearly requested more
accountability, more communication, and more economic growth and development which I noted was
also reflected in all of your platforms as well as my
own. To that end I intend to speak for this united
Council as a committed leader and I will:
1. Ensure that all meeting agendas and minutes are
published on the website if possible 3 days prior to
the meeting for agenda’s and 3 days following the
meeting for the minutes.
2. Do everything in my power to make sure we have
a happy and contented staff at Whitestone that are
well paid and are proud of their jobs and feel that
they are an essential part of this community whether

Granite Proper ties Ltd.,
Brokerage
Tel: 705-389-3814

For all your real estate needs call
Bill and Tina Greig
Brokers

BOAT SALES
SERVICE
ACCESSORY STORE
INSIDE STORAGE AVAILABLE

Ron Gill

Sales Representative

Call toll free: 1-877-894-8735 Phone: 705-389-3739
E-mail: tina@greig.ca

Visit our website at

Fax: 705-389-1021

Fly-in Repair Service Available

www.greig.ca

www.mckellarmarine.com
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they live here or not.
3. Publish a minimum quarterly newsletter which
will be posted on the website and available at the
office for all to see regarding our major issues that
we have dealt with in the past quarter.
4. Encourage and seek out good economic development projects for our Municipality so as to provide good paying jobs for our residents and help
share the load of our tax burden.
5. Ensure the infrastructure for example roads,
buildings and recreational facilities etc. of our
Municipality are in the best condition that we can
reasonably afford. I will be instructing staff to seek
out whatever grants may be available and I will
lobby both levels of government to successfully
obtain these grants.
In short, I am providing you with an agenda for
growth and prosperity based upon my vision and
platform, staff requirements and most of all the
requirements and deeds of the ratepayers of the
Municipality of Whitestone. I am the “guy” implementing your decisions through our staff, the public or other levels of government. You are the
“guys” bringing forward your creative ideas as well
as investigating all of the issues as they may be
presented to us at our Council meetings and making good sound decisions on behalf of your
friends and neighbours.
I look forward to the next four years working
with you all.
Thank-you

Fish Enhancement Committee Report
The Fish Enhancement Committee would like to thank the five members of the WWK Conservation
Association Executive who donated the beer that was sold after the AGM. This resulted in $300.00 being
raised for the Fish Committee. We would also like to thank the members and friends of the Association
who supported this endeavour.
Several members of the Association also made donations to the Fish Committee before the Meeting.
Both are greatly appreciated since we have planned projects and as other sources of revenue such as
CFWIP grants cannot be relied upon, this enables the Committee to proceed.
Rubble to enhance the pickerel spawning bed at Farm Creek has been purchased and delivered to
Bennett’s barge site. We will be applying shortly for a CFWIP grant to cover the expense of the barging
in the Spring. As was done this year, volunteers will be needed. Further details will be provided in the
Spring Newsletter.
On behalf of the Committee I would like to wish everyone a safe, healthy, and happy Holiday season.
Ken Taylor, Ed Bennett, Dalton Ferris and Don Comrie

Expert • Professional • Experienced

McNabb Home
Building Centre
Formerly Beaver Lumber

From Foundation to Roof,
your Complete Building Supply Centre
Same great service and products,
only the name has changed!
22 Seguin Street, Parry Sound P2A 1B1
(705) 746-5825 (705) 726-2147 1-800-810-0156

PETER KECK

CONSTRUCTION LTD.
• Licensed Septic Installer
• Sand, Gravel & Topsoil
Located at the corner of Hwy 520
& Wah-Wash-Kesh Road
R.R.#2 Dunchurch, Ontario P0A 1G0
E-mail: squiker@vianet.ca
tel: 705-389-2974
fax: 705-389-2974
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Crownland Campsites
You will recall in 2004 and early 2005
that the Association initiated communications with the MNR with a view toward
association volunteers caring for crown
land campsites on the north shore of
WWK and on Maple Lake. These campsites
are those on the north shore of WWK that
are in the Island Lake Forest and Barrens
Conservation Reserve and those sites that
are around Maple Lake in the
Wahwashkesh-Naiscoot Conservation
Reserve. We estimate that there are a total
of 12-16 campsites that are frequently
used.
You will recall in 2003 that we had a fire
in the immediate area of a campsite just
north of Morgan’s and Elliott’s. This fire
burned a couple of acres and caused great
concern along the north shore (emergency
fire fighting services came to assist). This
fire started from a campfire not being
completely watered down prior to vacating
the campsite. This caused us to wonder
what we might do to make these campsites better and the overnight campers
more aware.
The MNR is now launching a stewardship initiative the goal of which is to
involve organizations such as our association in activities that in the past were MNR
activities. Eric McIntyre is the Eastern
Georgian Bay Stewardship Coordinator
and reports to a volunteer board. WE
heard a little about this when Eric visited
and reported at our 2006 annual meeting
Well because of this stewardship strategy
by the MNR there is strong interest in getting our campsite care initiative off the
ground this year. Recently Wayne Lennox
and I had a conference call with the MNR
regarding this campsite initiative. Actions at
the campsites would involve:
• Posting a sign/check list at each site
• Installing boom boxes–making a fire pit
• Doing any clean up that appears necessary. The MNR will provide all signs and
money to make the boom boxes. The
association will provide the volunteers, to
do the initial set up at each site, and to
conduct spring and fall visits to each site.

The MNR is forwarding to me a
MOU–(memo of understanding) that
would outline our joint responsibilities. This
agreement would need the approval of the
association executive. Regarding liability–it
is the opinion of the MNR that seeing as
we will either be on crown lands or road
allowances–liability (whatever it might be)
would fall to the MNR and or the
Municipality and therefore would not affect
our insurance. I have kept the Association
Executive, through John Nelson, informed
as we proceed with the MNR on this initiative and will forward the MOU to our exec
as soon as it is received. Meanwhile we
hope to build the boom boxes over the
winter.

Well we will need volunteers–I would
guess 6 for Lake WWK and 6 for Maple
Lake. This will allow use to conduct the
onsite work this summer–June/July hopefully–likely will schedule a weekend. We
are creating a volunteer list for this project.
To be included as a volunteer on this great
initiative please call and or e-mail as follows:
Wayne Lennox: 1-705-325-4123 home
email: lynnandwayne@rogers.com
Dalton Ferris 1-519-536-9954
- til Jan.31/07
1-519-446-2274 - after Jan. 31/07
email:dalton.f@rogers.com - til Jan.31/07
Dalton Ferris and Wayne Lennox

ISLAND LAKE
FOREST AND BARRENS
CONSERVATION RESERVE

MAPLE
LAKE
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The following letter was sent to the Association Executive along with a copy of the flyer reprinted on pages 10 and 11 of the Newsletter.

Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council
www.helpourfisheries.com
January 5, 2007
Dear Cottage Association Representative:
On behalf of the Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Council, I wish to advise you of the recent (April 2006) formation of our Council under the auspices
of the Ontario Stewardship Network of the Ministry of Natural Resources.
For information purposes, please find enclosed a copy of our flyer: ‘Who are we and What are we?’ This flyer is intended to provide you with background information on what we are trying to accomplish and the type of projects we are involved with.
In our inaugural year of operation, it was readily apparent to us that our Council cannot meet the demand of attending individual cottage association
meetings to spread our messages of conservation and lake stewardship. Consequently, we formulated a plan whereby we would hold an annual lake
stewardship workshop and have cottage association representatives attend. It is intended that they will in turn take our stewardship messages back to
their own association members.
Our initial workshop in June of 2006 contained a mix of interesting and informative topics that were highly relevant to cottagers (bass biology and nest
construction project, OMNR’s Bear Wise program, Species At Risk, and living in cottage country with wildlife). Our intention for 2007 is to greatly expand
the number of participants and include cottage associations from inland lakes in the Parry Sound area. There is no charge to participants and a light
lunch is provided.
Our 2007 workshop is still in the planning stage and we have not yet formulated an agenda or set a time and location. The purpose of this letter is to
introduce your association to our Stewardship Council and the concept of this workshop series. Your e-mail address has been obtained from a listing
provided on your Municipalities web site. Tentatively, your association’s invitation will be sent to your e-mail address unless you advise us otherwise. If
you would like the invitation sent to an alternate address, please advise us with the name and address to whom you would like it sent. (Up to two
members from an association are welcome to attend but typically only one invitation is sent.) For expeditious and cost-saving reasons, it is most convenient if your association representative has an e-mail address through which we could direct our correspondence.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (705) 773-4218, or by e-mail at eric.mcintyre@mnr.gov.on.ca.
Yours truly,
Eric McIntyre
A/Eastern Georgian Bay Stewardship Coordinator
c/o Ont. Ministry of Natural Resources
7 Bay Street, Parry Sound, ON P2A 2A8
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Paul Bushey

• Gift ideas & toys • Bedding & potted plants • Hanging baskets
• Water pumps • Paint • Plumbing • Electrical • Forney welding supplies
• “Exchange a saw blade” • Culligan water • Propane filling station

3 Queen Street, Parry Sound, Ontario P2A 2W1
(705) 746-5243 • (705) 746-7368
Fax (705) 746-6129

Tel: 705-387-3988

O/B 832395 ONT.INC
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Book Reviews
Bird Songs: 250 North American
Birds in Song
Les Beletsky Chronicle Books,
2006, 368 pages ISBN: 1932855416
Bird Songs: 250 North American Birds
in Song provides information on 250
species of birds in North America. The
book is divided into sections on “Seabirds,
Shorebirds, and Waterbirds,” “Forest Birds,”
“Woodland Birds” and “Open-Country
Birds.” While the text is informative and the
illustrations impressive, the main feature of
this book is the birds’ songs. The reader
can quickly access bird calls from each of
the 250 birds featured in the book including the rediscovered Ivory-billed
Woodpecker. The audio comes from The
Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
The Concise Nature Encyclopedia
David Burnie, distributed in Canada by
Thomas Allen & Son,
2006, 320 pages ISBN: 0753459493
The Concise Nature Encyclopedia is an
informative and interesting book that is
ideal for the cottage. With sections on the
Earth, living things and wildlife habitats,
author David Burnie covers the plant and
animal groups,
the formation
of the Earth,
food chains
and webs, the
biomes of the
world as well as
many other
interesting topics pertaining to

by N. Glenn Perrett

nature. Numerous colour photographs
complement the text.

The Way of the Wolf (ages 4-8)
Richard Dungworth, illustrated by Nicki
Palin, Scholastic Canada Ltd.
2005, 24 pages ISBN: 0439952638
The Way of the Wolf is an entertaining,
informative children’s book about a wolf
pack in a northern forest. The book’s main
character is Kolta who is left in charge of
protecting his five new brothers and sisters
while the rest of the pack goes off in
search of food. At the end of the story
there is an informative section pertaining
to wolves, their body language, howling,
pups and how this much maligned animal
has received an unfair, inaccurate image.
Astronomy/365 Days
Jerry T. Bonnell & Robert J. Nemiroff
Abrams, 2006 ISBN: 0810957159
The beauty of the universe is illustrated
in Astronomy: 365 Days (Abrams) by Jerry
T. Bonnell and Robert J. Nemiroff. Those
interested in astronomy will enjoy this fascinating book which features stunning
colour photographs of
planets, galaxies, stars and
many other fascinating
parts of the universe with
informative text accompanying each photo.

Mayan Hammock Chair
(Lee Valley Tools Ltd.)
Relaxing and not doing something that impacts the environment is good for the planet. The Mayan Hammock
Chair is a
great place
to
relax,
unwind and
do very little
– except
maybe read.
Hand made
by
the
Amerindian
people, this
chair is a
great place
to hangout
making it
ideal for the
cottage.

Traditional Turkish Grill

(Lee Valley Tools Ltd.)
The Traditional Turkish Grill is made of recycled copper
and wrought iron. The stainless-steel cooking grill is heavyduty. This item is easily assembled to cook food outdoors
(useful when the power is out) or it can be used as a fire
pit (provided that such use of this grill is permitted by the
municipality where you use it.) The grill comes with a copper lid to extinguish the fire and to keep rain out of the
bowl.

Handy Eco-Flashlights
(Lee Valley, C. Crane Company)
Flashlights are an important item in our house and cottage
and they are becoming more environmentally-friendly.
Three that we have been impressed with are the “Super
Dynamo LED Flashlight” (Lee Valley), the “LED Lenser
Flashlight” and the “NightStar Magnetic Force Flashlight”
(C. Crane Company).
The “Super Dynamo LED Flashlight” is impressive in that
not only does it use LED (light-emitting diode) bulbs, but
there are no batteries. Pumping the handle generates the
energy and the see-thru flashlight allows you to watch
kinetic energy turn into electricity!
- 12 -
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Green Corner

by N. Glenn Perrett

The following are some eco-products that I’ve tried recently and been impressed with.
Another good flashlight which doesn’t use batteries
is the “NightStar Magnetic Force Flashlight.” This
flashlight features LED technology and is recharged
simply by shaking it making it handy for the home,
cottage, car or emergency kit.
Looking for a small, powerful LED flashlight? The
“LED Lenser Flashlight” is approximately 4.5” by 1”
and provides a good beam of light using three AAA
batteries. This flashlight comes with a case and belt
clip.

Ecofan (Lee Valley)
Recently we tried the Ecofan which sits on our
woodstove and works using the difference in temperature between the
ambient air and the stovetop. Don’t expect the
quiet fan (available in two
sizes) to strongly blow
warm air across the room,
but it does gently circulate
the warmer air from
around the woodstove.

Quality, Eco-Products Made of Hemp (Downbound)
Downbound, an Ontario-based company, offers hemp clothing,
bags, hats, shoes and other products. Their hemp boots are comfortable and we’ve also been impressed with a hat and duffel bag
that we acquired from Downbound. Hemp items last a long time,
are comfortable and have minimal impact on the environment –
and Downbound has an impressive selection of hemp products!

LED Light Bulbs
(C. Crane Company)
Although the initial cost
of LED light bulbs is more
than conventional light
bulbs, their long life and energy efficiency makes
them cost effective and good for the environment.
The C. Crane Company offers several LED bulbs. We
like the soft “blue-white light” of the LED spotlight
which is made of 60 ultra-bright white LEDs. We’re
also impressed with C. Crane’s other LED light bulbs
including their newest bulb – the “CC Bright Night
LED Bulb.”

Where to Find These Products
Downbound Inc.
www.downbound.ca
Lee Valley Tools Ltd. www.leevalley.com
C. Crane Company www.ccrane.com

Freeplay Ranger
(C. Crane Company)
The Freeplay Ranger radio can be recharged in various ways including using the wind-up generator or
by the built-in solar panel. Compact in size, this radio
is ideal for the beach or down by the dock. I used it
at the cottage last summer and was impressed with
the reception that it got as well as how well the solar
panel and generator charged the radio.
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Wiener and Corn Roasts - 2006

We Love Our Sponsors!
Throughout this newsletter you will find advertisements
placed by many local businesses.
These advertisements generate needed revenue for
the Association to support our goals and programs.
Please use their services and let them know you saw
their ad in the newsletter or on the WWK website.

B O A R D

O F

President - OPEN
Past President
John Nelson - 9 Georgian Trail
Hamilton, Ontario L9B 2X8
(905) 679-6078 (home)
nelson_family@quickclic.net
Vice-President/Privacy
Officer - OPEN
Treasurer - Chris Downes 11 Ommadawn Lane, RR 2,
Dunchurch, Ontario, P0A 1G0
(416) 809-7361
cdownes@hughes.net
Secretary Dana Boyter - 24 Granton St.,
Hamilton, Ontario, L8S 3C2
905-525-7655 (home)
dboyter@cogeco.ca
Membership/
Advertisement Coordinator
Rod Bennett 55 Robinson Street
Collingwood, Ontario, L9Y 3L8
705-445-9946 (home)
rod.bennett@rogers.com

D I R E C T O R S
Director - Pat Ferris patferris@rogers.com
Director - Don Comrie Suite 501, 44 Longbourne Drive,
Etobicoke Ontario, M9R 2M7
(416) 241-5353 (home)
Director - Al Gilewicz 191 Huxley Drive, Amherst,
New York, USA 14226
ajgilewicz@hotmail.com

Watch for our...

Director - John Bray -

Newsletter Editor
Lesley Hugill - 2258 Yates Crt.,
Oakville, Ontario, L6L 5K6
905-847-8748 (phone/fax)
leshug@cogeco.ca
Webmaster
Kathryn Cook - 82 Amorak Trail,
Dunchurch, Ontario, P0A 1G0
705-774-8668 (home)
kcook@edu.yorku.ca

The Downtown General Store Ltd.
A complete line of

Dry Goods • Wearing Apparel

– NEW –
WEBSITE

coming soon!
www.lake-wah-wash-kesh.org
Dunchurch Marina

11 Marina Drive, Dunchurch Tel: 389-9961
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Service & Repairs
to all makes &
models

Authorized
Pelican Pedal
Boat & Kayak
Dealer

Pick up & delivery available

cove
Boat repaired
or
made

Including our

“World Famous” Sweat shirts & T-shirts
• Toys • Souvenirs • Gifts

Groceries & Fabulous Meats
705-387-3800

It was a beautiful sunny day for the wiener roast and it was disappointing that there were not more in attendance. The tasty hot dogs were
cooked on the open fire. Special thanks to the Rauh family for all their
help — Kelly, Steve, Andrew and Benjamin. Also Stu and Janine Price,
Brenda Boese and all the other helpers.
The Corn Roast was very successful and well attended. The weather
cooperated again and it was a beautiful warm but overcast day. The corn
was delicious and cooked to perfection by Chef Stu Price. Special thanks
to: Frank Camenzuli, Bert Ellingham, Tim Maheu, Stu Price and Rod
Russell and last but not least the corn huskers — Mark Camenzuli, Mycha
Maheu, Janine Price and Carroll Russell. Thanks to all the people who
helped make both events a success. Many thanks to Cathy Bennett for
the excellent job taking care of all the necessities for these functions, Also
Eleanor Arbour for doing a great job on the posters.
These events are held at Straub’s Beach and we would like to thank
Nancy and Mike Busenhart for allowing the Association to use their beautiful beach. Many thanks to all who made donations and again this year
there will as no cost to the Association.
Thank you for your support and assistance and we look forward to seeing you all again next summer.
Ross and Patty Willett,
Willett’s Landing — North End

Boat/Motor, Canoe
& Tube Rentals

MAGNETAWAN
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Wrap
& Go

Authorized Dealer

www.dunchurchmarina.com

Water Tube, Skis
Waterskies,
Kneeboards &
Accessories

Parts &
Accessories
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BIGGER & BETTER
TO SERVE YOUR
BUILDING NEEDS
Value & Service You Can Build On!

THE NORTH L ANDING

R E S TAU R A N T

at
Whitestone Lake Resor t
Main Lodge
406 Whitestone Lake Road
Dunchurch, Ontario
705-389-2770

www.whitestonelakeresort.com

Wah-Wash-Kesh Conservation Association
2007 Membership Renewal
Please fill out the membership renewal form,
tear if off & MAIL it and your cheque to:
• Chris Downes - Treasurer
11 Ommadawn Lane, RR 2,
Dunchurch, Ontario
P0A 1G0

Wah-Wash-Kesh Conservation Association
2007 Dock Permit Decal
Please fill out the membership renewal form,
tear if off & MAIL it and your cheque to:
• Chris Downes - Treasurer
11 Ommadawn Lane, RR 2,
Dunchurch, Ontario
P0A 1G0
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CONSTRUCTION
Custom Homes & Cottages
Renovations/Additions
Custom Kitchens
Decks & Docks
Foundations
Security Checks
RR#2 Dunchurch, Ontario P0A 1G0
Tel: (705) 389-1726
Fax: (705) 389-1546
E-mail: tsstiles@hotmail.com

2007 WAH-WASH-KESH CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
(Please return this form with your cheque as soon as possible - $35.00 per member)

Name:
Home Address:

Telephone: (
Cottage Phone: (

Lake 911 Address:

)

CB Handle:
)

E-mail:

2007 Memberships for the following individuals in your household @ $35 each:
By returning this form, you acknowledge the Association's Privacy Statement.

2007 DOCK PERMIT DECALS - for all Indian Narrows Dock & Bennett’s Bay Dock users
(Please return this form with your cheque as soon as possible - $30.00 per boat)

Name:
Address:

Number of boats @ $30 each:
By returning this form, you acknowledge the Association's Privacy Statement.

