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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
	 After a beautiful fall last year, Lake WahWashKesh 
put up with a half-hearted winter. There was a beauti-
ful snowfall on October 25; all the trees were covered 
with snow for a few days but the snow did not last and 
the ice did not form on the lake until early Decem-
ber. Despite several periods of intense snowfall after 
that (which resulted in many “snow days” for the kids 
and stress for the parents), snowmobiling was seriously 
curtailed by poor conditions. This spring, with lots of 
rain, has contributed to high water levels late. The As-
sociation Executive continues to work to improve wa-
ter quality, park-
ing around 
Indian Narows’ 
and Bennett’s, 
and the availabil-
ity of current in-
formation about 
the lake. To im-
prove this last 
item, the website 
was updated and 
reformatted early 
in this year. The 
Executive are in 
the process of 
engaging a local lady to provide updates to the web-
site every two weeks throughout the year. This may 
include pictures (such as those of the high water just 
before the Victoria Day weekend) or text such as the 
announcement of Anne Sperry’s passing. Please check 
the website regularly for updates on current condi-
tions.
	 Again this year we are including with the spring 
newsletter the AGM Information Package. Please 
keep this package and bring it with you to the AGM 
on Saturday, August 5 at 9:30 AM in Bennett’s Barn. 

This method of communication of annual reports not 
only saves printing and mailing costs but also reduces 
the amount of time spent at the AGM.
	 On behalf of the Executive, may I wish everyone a 
safe, healthy, and happy summer on WahWashKesh!

Don Comrie

LOON NESTING RAFT UPDATE
	 The ice went off Lake WahWashKesh in most areas 
on April 15 and 16, approximately a week earlier than 
usual. The loon raft was put back in the water and an-
chored in its spot on April 17. Early in the spring, four 

more logs were added to 
the flotation under the 
raft so that it would pro-
vide a more secure and 
dry nesting area. Also 
moss with a little bit of 
soil underneath it was 
placed on top of the raft 
to provide a more realis-
tic nesting area. Despite 
our attempts, the loons 
are still swimming in 
the bay but not nesting 
on the raft. There are a 
pair of large white ducks 

who frequently rest on the raft but are not nesting on 
it either. I guess the “hot” real estate market has not 
hit the loon 
n e s t i n g 
market yet!
Don Comrie
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115 Bowes Street, Parry Sound
1.888.464.7596      705.746.5894

service@parrysoundrona.com

• Estimates & Designs are Free
• Large inventory of landscape stone, 

pavers & retaining walls
• Septic Systems & Culverts

• Kitchen & Bath Designer on staff
• We have all your building & decorating needs

FREE Delivery to Lake WahWashKesh 
(some conditions apply)

1294 HWY 520, ARDBEG

www.loggersstationhouse.com

LICENSED RESTAURANT 
CONVENIENCE STORE

AND GAS

TAKE OUT WINDOW

PROPANE TANK EXCHANGE
ICE, CUBE & BLOCKWORMS, FISHING GEAR

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
DURING SUMMER & SNOWMOBILE SEASON

MENUS AND HOURS ON OUR WEBSITE

ARDBEG, ONTARIO

705-389-1966

	 The final entries for the Association’s 2016 fiscal year end are 
nearly complete, and I’m happy to say that, again, our finances will 
close in a positive position.  
	 As I noted in the 2016 fall update, revenues continue to exceed 
expenses.  We are  also thankful to receive a donation from the Talen 
family in memory of Kathryn Cook.  The donation was utilized to 
cover the costs to construct a loon raft for Lake WahWashKesh. 
Don Comrie has made a tremendous effort to “operationalize” the 
raft, which includes a fair amount of muscling the raft in and out of 
the water.  Thanks Don for your hard work on this project! 
	 Expenses were generally in line with 2015, although as I  men-
tioned in the fall newsletter, new batteries were required for the 
Hobo Link monitoring system for the lake. 

	 A few members have made use of our 
PayPal capabilities this year. Thanks to 
Mike Lewis for setting this up for us!
	 I have a few more entries to make and 
a final check of the numbers, and every-
thing will be off to the auditors. 2016 
Lake WahWashKesh Financial state-
ments will be ready for the AGM.
	 See you all soon!

Barb Cribbett

ASSOCIATION 
MEMBERSHIP

You can download and mail in a 
Lake WahWashKesh 

Conservation Association 
Membership form 

from the WWK website

www.lakewwk.ca 
The form is available on the 
bottom of the Home page

For those that are comfortable 
with interact electronic 
transfers or payment 

via PayPal
you can use these two 

approaches to transfer money 
to the association via 
treasurer@lakewwk.ca 

However, you would need to also 
send an email to tell us you what 

specifically the money is for 

2016 ASSOCIATION FINANCES
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Life at the cottage shouldn’t be stressful.  
CottageFirst Insurance 

was designed with this in mind.

Cade Associates understands cottages.   
Let us create a custom insurance  
solution to fit your unique needs. 

cottagefirst.com
Exclusively available to members of

chrisnorman55@hotmail.com
705-774-0565705-774-0565

Chris Norman

• Windows, doors, siding & trim
• Roofing • Renovations & additions
• Facia & soffit
• Flooring • Painting
• Decks & docks • Yard clean up
• Snow removal • Cottage cleaning
• Compact backhoe services
• Land & water accessible
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BugLit LED Micro-Flashlight
www.leevalley.com

	 Wow! There are many uses 
for this cool-looking flashlight that 
can be used “hands-free”. The LED 
flashlight has a high, low and flash 
mode and uses two 3V lithium but-
ton-cell batteries. Since the flash-
light features “four flexible steel wire 
legs” it can be hung from an item or 
wrapped around an object such as 
a tent pole. Comes with a remov-
able carabiner that allows you to 
hang the flashlight from a backpack 
or keychain. The flashlight is avail-
able in three colours: green (item 
68K06.78), blue (68K06.76) and red 
(68K06.77). Replacement batteries 
are also available (68K06.90).

Tree Leather Wallets
www.leevalley.com

	 Looking for durable, inexpen-
sive wallets not made of leather? 
These traveller’s wallets are sewn 
from tree leather – paper products 
made of “industrial-grade, FSC-cer-
tified kraft paper”. According to the 
Lee Valley website the paper “is 
made from pulp that is processed 
in a way that leaves the long fibers 
unbroken, taking advantage of their 
natural strength and resilience.”
	 Recently I was given a “Tree 
Leather Tote Bag” and I was im-
pressed with its durability so I de-
cided to try the wallets made of pa-
per. As a vegan I am pleased to see 
products not made of the skin of an-
imals and these tree leather wallets 
are very good.
	 The Tree Leather Card Wallet 
(item 09A09.37) measures 4.25” by 
3.25” and features a removable 10-
leaf transparent insert that holds up 
to 20 cards. The wallet closes with a 

Green Corner
by N. Glenn Perrett

steel snap.
	 The Tree Leather Pass-
port Wallet (item 09A09.35) 
is a little more than 4” wide 
and 5-5/8” high and features 
pockets for the passport cov-
er along 
with card 
s l e e v e s 
and an 
open-side 
pocket for 
things like 
a boarding 
pass or itin-
erary.
	 T h e r e 
is also a 
Tree Leath-
er Docu-
ment Wal-
let (item 
09A09.34) 
which is 
a portfo-
l i o - s t y l e 
f o l d i n g 
sleeve that features snap clo-
sures and a zippered spine 
allowing access to paperwork 
contained in the wallet.
	 If you are interested in all 
three of these you can pur-
chase them as a set – Set of 3 
Tree Leather Traveller’s Wal-
lets (item 09A09.40).
	 There is also a Tree 
Leather Classic Billfold Wallet 
(item 09A09.38) which is a slim 
wallet – 3.75” high by 4.75” wide 
(folded). The interior of the wallet 
contains pockets for cards. Nice 
slim design.

Garlic Press
www.leevalley.com

	 Over the years we have used vari-
ous products to mince garlic but the best 
device has been the Garlic Press avail-
able from Lee Valley (item HK329). This 
stainless steel press is easy to use and 
effectively minces cloves of garlic quickly 
and with minimal waste. Hand wash only. 
Nice kitchen tool for the house or cottage.

	 Anne Alexander Sperry, 89, 
a life-long Akron, Ohio resident 
passed away peacefully on Friday 
April 14, 2017 after a short illness. 
She was the daughter of the late 
Robert A. and Doris B. Sperry, and 
the sister of the late Virginia Sperry.  
	 Anne led an amazing life. Born 
November 9, 1927, Anne attended 
Old Trail High School, graduated 
from Wheaton College in Norton, 
MA and received her Master’s in 
Education from Kent State. Much 
of her life was dedicated to chil-
dren in her roles as both teacher 
and principal. Anne taught at Old 
Trail School, schools in Morenci, 
AZ, Menlo Park, CA, Beachwood, 
Ohio and Kent State University be-
fore finishing her career with Ak-
ron Public Schools as a principal.  
	 Anne’s interests were wide and 
varied. She loved music and was 
happiest if she could find a group 
with whom to sing and harmonize. 
Anne loved animals and especially 
studied birds, identifying many by 
their calls. She became an adept 
wood carver, carving many animals 
she observed in nature. Like her 

father before her, Anne 
loved the challenge of re-
pairing most anything. 
She was never far from any 
number of tools and her 
ingenuity and cleverness 
led to many creative fix-
it solutions. Anne was an 
active member of the Ju-
nior League of Akron and 
Delta Kappa Gamma. She 
adored her 3 nieces and 
her great nieces and neph-
ews, making certain to spend year-
ly vacations with all of them. Her 
favorite place to spend summers 
was at her cottage on Lake Wah-
WashKesh in Ontario, Canada. A 
tradition she enjoyed for 80 years.  
	 Fiercely independent, Anne 
lived in the family home until No-
vember 2016. She spent the last 
few months of her life at Brook-
dale Senior Living in Akron. Anne 
is survived by her sister, Rober-
ta Schweiger; her nieces, Katie 
(Carsten) Sorensen, Christy (Bry-
an) Buckingham, and Beth (Bri-
an) Hutchinson and grandnieces 
and grandnephews, Maddie, Gia 

In Memory of ... Anne Sperry

and Nick Sorensen, Ivis and Kaiya 
Buckingham, and Jacob and Levi 
Hutchinson.

A memorial donation 
from the Association was 

sent to the West Parry Sound 
Health Center Foundation 

in her memory.

McNabb Home
Building Centre

From Foundation to Roof,
your Complete Building Supply Centre

Same great service and products!
22 Seguin Street, Parry Sound

(705) 746-5825  (705) 726-2147  1-800-810-0156

Formerly Beaver Lumber

Expert    Professional    Experienced
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Tina Greig
“EXPERIENCE COUNTS”

Broker

47 James Street

tel: 705-746-9336
fax: 705-746-5176

Parry Sound, Ontario  P2A 1T6

EACH OFFICE INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

www.greig.ca
tina@greig.ca

DIRECT: 705-346-1552DIRECT: 705-346-1552

R

Small Engine Repairs
POLAR

FURNACES

Outdoor

Wood Fired
Hot Water Heating

Adapts to any
existing heating system

30 Year
Replacement Warranty

9 Gorhams Rd (off WahWashKesh Rd.)

Chainsaw Sharpening

705-389-3257

G   M  Mechanical&

Frozen range-fed

Fresh eggs for sale!

New!
chickens, pork

and beef

Enclosed with this
newsletter an
ANNUAL 

GENERAL
MEETING 

INFORMATION
PACKAGE

Please keep this
package until

August 5th, 2017
and bring it with 
you to the AGM 

in Bennett’s Barn at
9:30 AM

Again this year, the Executive are 
sending out several of the reports 

which previously were
presented at the AGM.

This not only increases 
significantly the dissemination 

of this information (more people 
get the newsletter than attend 
the AGM) but also reduces the 

amount of time spent at the 
AGM.

Considering a cottage wedding?Considering a cottage wedding?
All couples, all traditions...your expression 

 of love and commitment to each other

Lynn Abbott-Lennox
705.325.4123 www.allseasonsweddings.com

lynnalennox@gmail.com

As a licensed wedding officiant and 
a lifelong Lake Wahwashkesh cottager, 

I will collaborate with any couple 
to create a personally meaningful ceremony

WAHWASHKESH
2018 CALENDARS

	 The Executive have noticed a 
decline in the demand for calen-
dars over the last few years. 
As a result fewer are being print-
ed this spring. 
	 We plan to have them 
available by the July long 
weekend for the same prices 
as last year.
	 The Executive would like to 
thank Tofflemire Photography 
for contributing so many pic-
tures this year.

BURSARY
Post-secondary 
Environmental 

Course
$250.00

Once again this year, the 
Association is offering a 

$250.00 bursary to students 
who have been accepted 

into a post-secondary 
institution in an 

environmental course. 
Application deadline 

is July 1, 2017
Please contact Don Comrie 

for further information.

2017
ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
9:30am • Saturday,

August 5th
• Bennett’s Barn

PLEASE REMEMBER
TO BRING THE

General Meeting Package

CORN ROAST
Saturday, August 19th

• 4:00 pm
• Straub’s Beach

Weather permitting - If there are 
any changes, they will be posted
                         on the website
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Book Reviews
by N. Glenn Perrett

Curing Tuberculosis in Muskoka: 
Canada’s First Sanatoria
Andrea Baston, photography and 
photographic editing by Candis Jones
Old Stone Books Ltd.
2013, 240 pages, 
ISBN: 9780992090319

	 Muskoka is a scenic place 
enjoyed by permanent residents, 
cottagers and vacationers. It also 
has an interesting history includ-
ing the important role that it played 
in fighting tuberculosis. This story 
is beautifully captured by Andrea 
Baston’s well-researched book 
Curing Tuberculosis in Muskoka: Cana-
da’s First Sanatoria.
	 Gravenhurst was the site of Cana-
da’s first tuberculosis sanatorium – the 
Muskoka Cottage Sanatorium. Built in 
1897, this was Canada’s first tuberculo-
sis sanatorium and the third one in North 
America. After the Muskoka Cottage 
Sanatorium was created, other sanatoria 
located in Gravenhurst followed. These 
facilities included the Muskoka Free Hos-
pital for Consumptives (1902), the first to 
operate free of charge to the poor, as well 
as the Minnewaska Sanatorium (1909), 
the Calydor Sanatorium (1916) and the 
Muskoka Hospital (1923).
	 Curing Tuberculosis in Muskoka 
is the fascinating account of how these 
hospitals, and those who worked in them 
and supported them, helped tuberculo-
sis patients for more than six decades. 
It was believed that an important part of 
a successful recovery involved spending 
time outdoors and getting lots of fresh 
air as explained by Andrea Baston in her 
book.
	 “Spending time outside was believed 
essential for killing the tuberculosis germ. 
During the early years at the Muskoka 
Cottage Sanatorium, patients spent an 
average of eight to thirteen hours out-
doors every day, depending on the sea-
son.”

	 Those interested in the history 
of Muskoka or health care in Cana-
da will want to read Curing Tubercu-
losis in Muskoka. Numerous photo-
graphs complement the interesting 
text.

Your Cabin in the Woods 
Conrad E. Meinecke, 
illustrated by Victor Aures 
Black Dog & Leventhal 
2016, 288 pages , ISBN: 9780316395502

	 I’ve always preferred homes in 
nature and small homes over big 
ones so I enjoyed reading Conrad 
E. Meinecke’s Your Cabin in the 
Woods which promotes lots of prac-
tical advice about building a cabin 
and living in the wilderness. This 
beautiful “heirloom edition” contains 
Meinecke’s two books “Your Cabin 
in the Woods” (originally published 
in 1945) and “Cabin Craft and Out-
door Living” (published in 1947).
	 Meinecke starts off discussing 
his cabin and how many people it can 
accommodate. The interesting in-
formation also contains lots of qual-
ity illustrations and plans. Meinecke 
built cabins as a hobby and he “con-
structed scores of cabins scattered 
throughout the United States and 
Canada.” Next, he provides infor-

m a -
tion on one, two and four room 
cabins along with other dwellings. 
There are related topics on cabin 
tools, notching logs, drainage and 
grading, fireplaces, lighting, rustic 
furniture, flagstone floors, landscap-
ing, reforestation, making maple 
syrup, feeding birds, making trails, 
cooking – and lots more.
	 If you like the idea of living sim-
ply in nature you will want to read 
Your Cabin in the Woods.

Short for Chameleon
Vicki Grant, Harper Trophy Canada
2017, 245 pages, ISBN: 9781443448987
ages teen/young adult

	 An entertaining, funny novel for 
teenagers (and adults) is Short for 

Chameleon by Vicki Grant. The 
story sees two teenagers – Cam 
and Raylene – who help an el-
derly lady, Albertina, try to deal 
with a tragic crime that harmed 
her family years ago. In order to 
get revenge for Albertina, the two 

teenagers have to go up against a nasty 
criminal. Cam’s and Raylene’s families 
have also had some sad experiences 
and the two teenagers slowly warm up 
to each other as they help Albertina.
	 Prior to meeting Albertina and 
Raylene, Cam’s life centered mostly on 
helping his father who runs the “Almost 
Family Surrogate Agency” where Cam 
and his dad are “rent-a-relatives” where 
they hire themselves out as family mem-
bers or friends to others who require 
someone to accompany them to a func-
tion. It’s definitely a weird job but Cam 
and his dad are very good at it.
	 Besides the funny and interest-
ing storyline of helping Albertina, Short 
for Chameleon is a nice novel about 
friends, family, life and helping others. 
The entertaining novel includes positive 
messages. Highly recommended!

Birds Make Nests
Michael Garland
Holiday House, 2017, 32 pages, 
ISBN: 9780823436620, ages 4+

	 Birds Make Nests is a good nature 
book for kids of all ages that shows the 
different types of nests used by vari-
ous birds. Close to 30 species of birds 
are featured – along with many of their 
nests. The book starts off with a mute 
swan and her babies and ends with a 
common loon with two babies on her 
back. In between these birds you will 
see such birds as painted buntings, 
osprey, ruby-throated hummingbirds, 
great horned owl, Atlantic puffins, Bal-

timore oriole, great crested flycatch-
ers, wood ducks – and many others!
	 Michael Garland’s beautiful 
woodcut illustrations will hold a read-
er’s attention as he/she learns about 
the types of nests used by a variety of 
birds.

Over and Under the Pond
Kate Messner, 
illustrated by Christopher Silas Neal
Chronicle Books, 2017, 42 pages
ISBN: 9781452145426, ages 5+

	 Looking for an educational na-
ture book for young children? Over 
and Under the Pond is an interesting 
look at the plants and animals who 
live in an around a pond and how 
they are all connected. Young read-
ers will marvel at the animals found 
above the pond and will learn about 
who lives below the pond. Some of 
the animals featured in the book in-
clude crayfish, turtles, beetles, fish, 
blackbirds, moose, beaver, tadpoles, 
minnows, dragonflies, raccoons – 
and lots more.
	 At the end of the story there is 
information about the pond ecosys-
tem as well as additional information 
about the animals in the book.
	 Excellent book for children inter-
ested in nature – and even better for 
those who haven’t yet learned how 
awesome the natural world is! Highly 
recommended.
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B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

President
• Don Comrie
Suite 501, 44 Longbourne Dr,
Etobicoke , Ontario, M9R 2M7
home: 416-241-5353
cell/cottage: 416-407-0175
donaldgcomrie@gmail.com

Vice-President
• Norman Lock
n.lock@shaw.ca

Directors
• Mike Maceina
maceimj@auburn.edu
• Peter Disley
peterdisley@hotmail.com

Secretary
• Jeanine Ferris
jlferris@live.com

Membership
• Don Comrie
donaldgcomrie@gmail.com

Treasurer
• Barb Cribbett
treasurer@lakewwk.ca

Advertisement Coordinator
• Peter Disley
peterdisley@hotmail.com

OUR MAILING ADDRESS
Lake Wah-Wash-Kesh
Conservation Association
P.O. Box 183,
McKellar, Ontario
P0G 1C0

Newsletter Editor
• Lesley Hugill
2258 Yates Court,
Oakville, Ontario, L6L 5K6
905-847-8748
hugill.lesley@gmail.com

www.timstilesconstruction.com

Custom Homes & Cottages
Renovations/Additions

Custom Kitchens
Decks & Docks

Foundations
Security Checks

Tilework

Tim Stiles

39 Edgewood Rd., RR#2 Dunchurch, Ontario  P0A 1G0
Tel: (705) 389-1726      Fax: (705) 389-1546

E-mail: tsstiles@hotmail.com

CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTIONLtd.

www.timstilesconstruction.com


